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Child Life Services

7777 Forest Lane, 6th floor, bldg “D”

Dallas Texas 75230

Child Life Practicum Student Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in a practicum placement with Child Life Services at Medical City Children’s Hospital.  Our child life staff has training in normal childhood development and specializes in helping children and their families cope with the hospital experience through preparation for procedures and surgery, medical play, education regarding diagnosis, and by offering normal play opportunities.  

The practicum at Medical City Children’s Hospital is 150 hours of exposure to the child life profession and is designed to prepare students for a more comprehensive training (internship).  Our practicum consists of both clinical and non-clinical requirements.  Practicum students will have the opportunity to observe child life specialists, participate in various programming activities including group and individual play, develop assessment skills, and become familiar with the medical environment.  Non-clinical requirements include: weekly journals, reading assignments, and a case study presentation.  Students will have ongoing supervision and feedback from the child life specialists.  

Students must have the following prerequisites to be considered for a practicum placement at MCCH:

· Students must be considered a sophomore standing or higher, or have at least 15 hours in Human Development and Family Studies, or Family and Child Development

· Students must have a minimum of three courses in basic growth and development

· Students must have a minimum of 3.0 GPA in related core classes

· Students must have current or recent (within the past year) paid or volunteer experience, preferably experience with both healthy and sick children.

· It is highly recommended to purchase the book, “Psychosocial Care of Children in Hospitals:  A Clinical Practice Manual From the ACCH Child Life Research Project” prior to beginning practicum

Please see attached “Application checklist” and send all appropriate items to: 

Child Life Services

Medical City Children’s Hospital

7777 Forest Lane, 6th floor, bldg “D”
Dallas Texas 75230

Application packets must be postmarked by the application deadline.  Upon the receipt of completed applications, qualified students will be contacted for an interview.  

Sincerely,

Child Life Services

Medical City Children’s Hospital

972.566.2879

Child Life Practicum Application

Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
               ________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________________________________________
Email Address: ___________________________________________________________
University: _______________ Major: ________________________________________
Requested Practicum Session:          Fall             Spring              Summer

Expected Graduation Date: _____________

Related Coursework Completed: 

	Course number and title 
	Course number and title

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Courses and number of hours anticipated during the practicum:

Academic Advisor: _______________________________________________________
What other responsibilities will you have during the practicum? 

What do you believe is the primary role of a child life specialist?

What are the steps to become a child life specialist?

What are your career goals?

What strengths can you bring to the practicum?

What do you hope to gain from your child life practicum?

Please type a one page essay on why you want to become a child life specialist.  Include your philosophy of play and how it impacts the work of a child life specialist.    

Child Life Practicum 

Application Timetable

	Practicum Session/Starting Month
	Application Received by
	Interviews
	Applications Notified by
	Students Responses by

	Spring/January
	September 30th 
	October
	November 1st
	November 8th

	Summer/June
	February 28th
	March
	April 1st
	April 8th

	Fall/September
	May 30th
	June
	July 1st
	July 8th


Application checklist

___Application (typed)

___Resume

___Essay (typed and one page)

___Two letters of recommendation from people who have observed your work with children (must be on professional letterheads)

___Transcript

For more information or questions about the practicum program at Medical City Children’s Hospital, please contact Cassie Morrison at 972-566-2879 or Cassie.Morrison2@hcahealthcare.com.
